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an irregular figure of ! incongruity. 
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* 
| 4 0 © de e th 
| c INCE man is de for gel, or 
"ſince religion is the principal excellence 
x and perfection of man; it muſt, be a 
| matter of vaſt conſequence to affix the idea 
| "of religion, with ſuch juſtneſs and preciſion as 
"| -avoids error and exceſs.” This being done, 
| the nature of the chriſtian teligion may be 
0 more eafily known and aſcertained, in its 
5 5 "Uiſtinguiſhirig principles, laws; rules _— in- 
4 ſtitutions. And becauſe the word, charch, 
| | Has had an hallowed ſound in the 5 555 of 
many; this alſo may be ſoon determined, 
im its religious, ſenſe, or in its properly cal ho- 
The big nificatin. 

* 1425 d define +ligion to be, te that un 
obligation on the human powers of under- 
_ Ag and choice, which binds their ob- 

* = % ſervance 
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1 — Gat Ae 4h. th We be ae eo RG labs era 


ect of religion, as it is concerned with the 


ay; real, durable, eternal g 
be an archetype, an exiſtence, in which 


eſſential, immutable and eternal 


ee * 4 Jag => 
' ferva 8 «th, Doch in Lact nd a4. 
tion. in other Words, truth is the great vb} 


temper, aim, and behaviour of man. 


+ - But as good is the inſeparable ack; . 


that is to 


characteriſtic impreſſion 3 
there muſt 


truth and goodneſs are unalienable attributes, 


eternal. ch 

bling, we call G5. * 
The authoritative object of religion can 
then be no other than God; becauſe 4 
perfection we contemplate all that 
eite reverence; truſt, hope, and joy in 


— 


E 


| intelligent, rational and-conſcious creatures, 


abſolutely dependent on the infinitely ſu- 
preme. - which muſt be the caſe, becauſe 


truth, or an obvious difference in temper 
and action, occaſioned by. its. lead, has no 
operative fixed fignification that can infly- 
"ou and oblige; except in .the reſource of 


authority, that implies power, wiſdom! 


ad goodneſs, active 4 diſtinguiſhing, in 
all its ſovereignty and dominion. for unleſs 


there be an intelligence at the head of na- 
ture and exiſtence, truth and falſehood, 
good and evil, wou'd be vague, indetermi- 


nate ideas; or wou'd e their appear- 
| ance, 


& # v4 


( 50 
a. vertue of merely contmgent condi- 
> chit circumſtance. / This will be con- 
feſſed by all, who own, that goodnels is the 
unalienable impreſſion, or effect of truth; or, 
that 'EVELY intelligent creature, who has a 
concern with truth, has a concern with it 
as. neceſſary or eſſential to his own happi- 
neſs. I. know, of none, who are maſters: of 
reaſoning, but acknowledge it is a firſt prin- 
tution, with the. benefits and advantages of 
life and being. Now, cou'd. this end be 
attainable, by any other meaſures than thole 
preſcribed by truth, it wau'd follow, that 
truth and falſchood are unmeaning terms; 
or the ideas belonging to them changeable. 
But if good or happineſs is not attainable, 
unleſs in the direction of truth, there will 
be an obligation to conſult and follow truth, 
of no leſs weight and moment than the mo- 
tive of life, caſe, peace and happineſs. -- 
What the directions. of truth, or the will 
of God, are, may, now be very eaſily diſco- 
vered. and they are what inform or inſtruct, 
in the ſeveral relations of being. or exam- 
ple, ſuch as in that of creatutes to the crea- 
tor whoſe care and bounty preſerves, pro- 
vides for, and refreſhes under the perils, 
wants, infirmities, frailties or weakneſſes of 
52 nature. 


| (6 ) * 
nature. which paved a plan of the reverence, 
gratitude, love; and humility” that make up 


whe homage due to the creator. 


In the contemplation of his attributes of 
wiſdom, ind power, made illuſtrious by his 
previdence, in the demonſtrations of impar- 
tial univerſal goodneſs, immutable truth and 


faithfulneſs, we perceive obligations to re- 


ſemblance in ſpirit and behaviour towards 
our fellow creatures; even as the oorreſpond- 


ing diſpoſſtion in us, to promote and product 


order, peace and pleaſure, is the very union 
and barmony of the human mind with its 


God. aſſured we are, that this obligation” re- 


ſults from the law of relation; ſince We 
are all of the ſame nature have miar fa- 
.cultics, powers, and perveptions, ſeriſations 
and inclinatiotis. that is to fay; we are all e- 


qually capable of receiving pain or pleaſure, 


either as the truth of action appears to be 


expreſſed towards us, or us there is a viola- 


tion of truth in men's treatment of us. And 


becauſe we are capable of the ſame ſort of 
impreſſions from that attribute of truth, 

which we call goodneſs; the regard ts our 
own felicity-obliges to a religious obſervance 


ol truth, in ull our ſocial: intercourſes, be 


e os eee bas vor enbte 
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Bout becauſe theſe branches of religion will: | 
have all their vigour, energy and conſiſten- 
cy frotn the care taken to keep up a good 
decorum in our own' breaſts, or from emi 
ſtant rule maintained over our on 4 
tites; affections, and paſſions, [which would” 
be irregular and exceſſive, if not under a 
eonſtant cireumſpection,] there will hence 
appear another branch of moral obligation, 
which we denominate, ſel f government. and 
is what implies, inſpection, correction, diſ- 
cipline and ſuppreſſion of various unreaſon- 
able deſires and averflons. neither do we neg- 
lect that fertile faculty the imagination, 
which wou'd otherwiſe be extravagant in its 
colouting and painting of images, as well as 
unnatural 1 in the configurations'of them: 

The conclufiweneſs of the reaſon” or hs! 
ande Will, by this time, © approve itſelf tb 
our moſt critical view, in the enquiry we are 
making after religion. for, you know, Sir, 
we naturally and reaſonably admire what 
is excellent; we ſupremely admire what has 
ſuperlative perfection. this ſupreme admiraa 
tion, is only a different form of expreſſion 
for, aubration. if therefore we do juſtly bn 
ceive of abſolute and invariable perfection in 
God, che wiſeſt, greateſt and beſt of all poſ-" 
nude beings, our admiration will be that of 

ii Hon unweari d 


* 
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unwearied \ fetvent; homdgts the: -majtfhtiof 


whoſe gagdnels we muſt forever reveromo in 
hke manner, becauſe we; are naturally diſpes 
fed. to conſide in the moſt experienegd and 
unfailing ſourges of ſupply; and ſucecur, and 
to rely on thoſe friendſhips long knawn to 
be ſincere and effectual ; the certainty of His, 
whoſe | preſence and ſpirit has hitherte fads 
tained us in life, and ſupplied ws. with all the 
abilities of being and enjoyment, is an al- 
mighty, eternal ſource, that infinitely de- 
ſerves our firſt hope and ſupreme confidence, 

The reaſon and ground of the ſocial obli- 
gations will he equally obvious, from the nalg 


of right and fit being univerſally acknowledgy 


ed, by the claims and expectatipns which, #1 
mankind, have upon, and from one angthęr, 
for however an human mind may be, vigiated 
by luſt. and averſe to doing equally, and. right 
to a fellow creature, that ver depraved ſpio 
rit will complain loudly of ſuch i ima hen 
done to. itſelf. and we know. chat — 
minds are agreed in aa fell principles. of 
equity, truth and right. then are 
widely ſpreading teſtimonies ; gycry man 
muſt own, if able to think, that the inward 
conſcious; principle ever finds, What weg enll 
truth and right, to ſit eaſy, and what we [call 
Ahead eee. lit uneaſyr on the 


4 Ti: o +4 reflection. 
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reflexion: or, this is the voice of reaſon, 
nature and the God of nature, that we do juſtly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. It 
is the OOO which God has univerſally ſh:wa 
to man. and has the preference everlaſtingly 
to ritual, and-the parade of external devotion, 

- Religion, is what gives man his whole 
er complexion. it ſhews itſelf in his vene- 


ration of truth, righteouſneſs and. goodneſs, 


in all his devotional, and in all his ſocial inter- 
courſe. A veneration of truth, which ſecures 
his ,modeſty and humility, f is a qualification 
needful to regular and virtuous deportment 
in all. the offices and ſervices of humanity : 

which can never diſpenſe with ſincerity, up- 
rightneſs, and benevolence in any profeſ- 
fions thereof; but contemplates all beings a- 
round us; as claiming and deſerving from us 
the uſage and treatment of rational, moral, 

and accountable agents. 

” You will hence, own with me, gi that po- 


pery cannot be a religion; becauſe popety 
can diſpenſe with ſincerity and truth, how- 


ever ſolemnly profeſſed ; and can ſanctify 
ſuch violations too, with the plea of doing 
ſervice to religion. Vet papiſts have the ef- 
frontery to deny, that there is any ſuch avow- 
ed principle in popery, as that of 10 faitb 
To be kept "roith heretics, = Tho! we are 

B able 


( 10) 


able to prove the charge upon them, from a 


general decree of one of their famous coun- 


cils, from a particular decree alſo of the fame 


council, and from the authority of one of 
their popes. Allow me to place before you 


theſe authorities in the following references. 


for the general decree of the council of Con- 


* tance, reſpecting ſafe-conduct granted by 
* ſecular princes to thoſe ſuſpected of hereſy 


See, PEnfant's Hiſt. counc. of Onftance 


edit. I. p. 47. 
«© The particular decree of the council of 
** Conſtance, reſpecting the ſafe conduct 
« given by the emperor to John Huſs. 


See ibid. p. 48. "RO 


* And pope Clement the eleyenth' s letter to 
« the emperor Charles the fixth, reſpecting 
© the treaty of Altranſiadt—entituled, Cle- 
» * mentis undecimi Pont. Max, epiſtolae et bre- 
e via ſelectiora. Roma ex typographia reve- 
e rendae Camerae Apoſtolicae, Juperraryn per- 


milſu et privilegio. 


If the authority of pope 3 e be 
then of any. weight, popery can diſpenſe 
with truth and ſincerity, even When moſt 
ſolemnly promiſed and profeſſed. and if the 
conſtant practice of that ſuperſtition can con- 


* the helliſh principle, popery is no reli- 


gion. 


ir) 
gion. for all whom the prieſts ſeduce and 
debauch, are ſoon reconciled to this diabolical 
principle. 

Take we another view; and we ſhall eve- 
ry where find, that an abuGve idea of religi- 
on, has been greatly owing to a fanciful dra- 
pery, in which men have dreſſed the expreſ- 
ſions of their homage. We may account for 
this, ſince the world no ſooner corrupted the 

doctrine and idea of the unity, but they 
invented deities of various claſs, rank and 
dignity ; to whom they aſſigned their reſpec- 
tive departments, offices and honours : the 
unavoidable conſequence of ſuch idolatry, 
would be, to introduce rites, ceremonies and 
ſyſtems of ritual and ſervice. When this had 
darkened the whole world, its almighty, 
tender, and compaſſionate parent, ſhewed 
his wiſdom and prudence in that appointed 
ſyſtem of ritual, which made up the civil 
and political homage of. Iſrael. theſe car- 
nal ordinances and the worldly ſanctuary, 
were ſuited to counterbalance the idolatrous 
and numerous ritual of the nations. 

- But neither in this, did religion conſiſt. I 
mean, the religion of nature, pol hs and e- 
verlaſting, immutable truth and goodneſs : 
this religion could not adopt the hebrew ri- 


tual, as any part of it. and therefore it was, 
B 2 . that 


(7) 

that their prophets do continually teach, as 
well as their law-giver had done, that they 
ſhonld carefully diſtinguiſh between the po- 
litical ritual, and the moral conftitation. They 
ſhould do this, foraſmuch as'a man might be 
extremely exact in his obſervance of the ri- 
| tual, and yet be deplorably wanting in mo- 
ral righteouſneſs and goodneſs. virtuous dif- 
poſitions, which only could avail him of the 
_ favour of his ſovereign.” This is ſo plain 
an obſervation, that an honeſt reader cannot 
eaſily miſtake, in conſulting the old teſta- 
ment writings. and the goſpel hiſtory has 
ſhewn it to a demonſtration: v7z. that the ce- 
remonial ſyſtem could only be temporal in 
its nature and tendencies, as it was local in 
the obſervance and obligation. Such ground 

is there of that comparative contempt, in 
theſe declarations, the ſacrifices of God are 4 
broken ſpirit, a broken and à contrite heart. I 
dell with biin "hb is of A contrite and humble 
Jprrit, and to that man toill I look, 1oho is of a 
por and contrite ſpirit, ad that eyembles at 
my word.—But he who kills an ox, is as if be 
flew @ man; be who ſacr! ificeth a lamb, as if 
be cut cf rhe head of a dog : be that offereth an 
oblation, as if be offered fewines bleed ; becauſt 


be bas cheſen bis own Ways, and his foul de- 
; th 85 5 


„ * 

lighterh in abominations (), Arguments 
which conclude, that ſacrifices and oblations, 
even under judaiſm, had no value; except 
what was given them by the virtuous and 
moral diſpoſitions of the offerer. nor could 
they have any acceptance with the Deity, 
but as the expreſſions of ſincere piety, and of 
true devotion. which could not, at all, be 
in the victim, or in the oblation, in the meat 
or the drink offering; but would wholly de- 
rive its worthineſs. from the ſentiment, the 
aim and ſpirit of the owner of ſuch victim 
or offering. It would have been ex- 
tremely ſtupid to have imagined, that theſe 
proviſions for the altar could deſerve the 
friendſhip of heaven, hen x18 ore the cattle 
of a thouſand hills! and from bim is all the fruit 
F the trees, and the productions of the field. 
yea, the world is bis, and the fulneſs tberegf ! 
how ridiculous to fuppoſe, he would eat the 
fleſh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats 
Theſe ſymbols of penitence, or of thankſ- 
giving, borrowed all their propriety from 
the. temper of the human breaſt, that * 
the offering. N 

The author of the — legation of Moſes, &c 
would, perhaps, have better underſtood his | 
ee had he conſidered the hebrew ritual 


| and 
1 I i. * 5 . 


(14) 
and hierarchy, as exhibiting to mankind tho. 
_ utmoſt compaſs of a civil political-eftabliſh- 
ment; which can, in its own nature, have no 
higher motives than what are temporal and 
local. Promiſes of a future happineſs, would, 
impertinently have been made to the facrifi- 
ces, ablutions, and oblations of that republic: 
tho appointed to ſecure them the poſſeſſion 
of Canaan, their protection and proſperity in 
that country, and their remaininga diſtinguiſh- 
ed people from the idolatrous nations. The very 
dreſs of the prieſts, and all their allotments, 
their ornamental robes of office, were intend- 
ed to command reſpect and reverence; and 
they had diſtinct orders of the prieſthood, 
and one arch-prieſt among them who had 
the pre- eminence. This conſtitution, was 
ſuited to the country, condition, political con- 
ſtitution of this people, and anſwered many 
wiſe, temporal ends and purpoſes: but could 
not in its own nature and tendency, be con- 
hdered, as the religion of that people; be- 
cauſe, both the ſervice itſelf and the end of 
che obſervance were bodily and temporal. So 
the oblations of firſt fruits, annexed the bleſſ- 
ings of fruitfulneſs to their trees, to their 
_ vineyards and their lands; and their ſacrifices 
ſecured to them the health, increaſe, and 
* of their cattle; their ablutions or 
_ waſhings 


(25) 
waſhings contributed naturally to their own 
cleanlineſs and health. national feſtivals, had 
the - promiſe of national protections. - All 
theſe. compliances might be made, where the 
love of God, of righteouſneſs, truth, and good- 
neſs were not found. Religion, which is con- 
cerned with truth and eternal life, the prin- 


ciples and motives that are ſpiritual and hea- 


venly, remains quite a diſtinct ſyſtem. 

The hebrew ritual and hierarchy; yet ſerves 
to ſhew to the world, that no eſtabliſhment 
of religion, is either practicable or poſſible. 
There may be ſyſtems of ceremony, opinion, 
and ritual, recommended by civil temporal 


motive; but the religion of man, will bear no 


ſuch appointments, nor admit en: kind of 
human terror or allurement. eln, 


We might thus proceed in our concep- 
tiom of religion, and affirm, that ſuch is its 
divine nature, that no expreſſions of devo- 
tion, ande nen and Wien, yu 1 


SS ff + Rt +4 
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and nouriſhed upon an extravagant and mad 


devotion. ſounds, and ceremonies, give a paſ- 
ſionate entertainment to thouſands, who 
place. all their confidenge in thehomage. and 
conclude, becauſe, they were vehemently at- 
beer that their deities have been 


Ys altogether 
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ther as Worb opined! and influenced: 
tho', all the While, they have forgotten, that 
Hieſe feivours" of the mind and meltings of 
the ſpirit; can have no religion in them far- 
ther than they mend the heart, moralize the 
ſentiment; and regulate the life. Prayer, praiſe, 
and penance have no good meaning, without 


integrity and honeſty; or without an uniform 


unreſerved obedience to the moral ſyſtem of 
truth and goodneſs. and the more animated 


the devotion, ſeparated from the moral in- 
fluence, the more deluſive and deadly the in- 


fatuation The chriſtian cumſtitutiam ean have 


no one feature taken from the hebrew hierar- 


chy, or from any of the invented- ſyſtemns of 


faith or worfhip, found among the prfofeſſors 
of chriſtianity. The u is unnatural, 
of any civil eſtabliſhment of religion? quite 
ſo ef the chriſtian religion! fince the ſen- 
timent, tlie taſte, the capacity of each indi- 
vidual chriſtian, has an equal claim to all the 
privileges and emoluments of the goſpel. and 
there cafl be neither uw. gi ver, nor juiige 
Sound. 2 among all the diſciples of Jeſus! s 
"Theſe obſervations would have been of 


by "unſpea kable ſervice to mankind, had they 
but preſerder ce diſtinction here made be- 


"tween the ritual and the moral, under 
— hebrew * conſtitutien. But in ME per. 


verſeneſs 


67 


verſeneſs of mankind, they, on the contrary, | 


have fooliſhly and abfurdly fancied, that be- 
cauſe this ritual claimed a divine inftitution, 
therefore a ceremonious ritual muſt be eſſen- 
tial to religion. and moreover, that the more 
pompous and ſtriking the ritual, the more fa- 
cred, venerable,” and effectual to the ends of 
devotion. — May we not fay, what a wiſe 
teacher ſaid in another caſe, from the begining 
it was not 0 —and that whatever belongs to 
religion, 1s ' imple, — be and 
eternal. 

Hoy indeed ſhould it b erwi when 
its ſeat is no where elſe but in the mind of 
man? and owes all its-exiſtence there, to in- 
duſtrious application, and to a virtuous uſe of 
all the powers and faculties, under the means 
of culture and improvement. Religion is 
owing to thoſe labours of attention and exa- 
mination of evidence, which conſtitute ſenti- 
ment, taſte and character. Hence it is, that 
no man will be ever qualified to preſcribe and 
give law to the conception and diſpoſition of 
another, in point of evidence, and to its me- 
thod of gaining his aſſent; or can ſhew him, 
which way his reverence, truſt, hope, and joy 
in God can be beſt excited and exerciſed, 
by a form of worſhip. Every man will make 
2 * for himſelf. Truly it is unag- 

* countable 


„ nere 
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countable that men ſhould: be ſo ꝓreſumpti- 
ous, in matters of religious faith and worſhip, 
when we never knew, or read of any man, 
 who-pretended an ability af forming and mo- 
delling che moral temper and taſte of another, 

at his own pleaſure. where and when did he 
live, who would undertate to make that man 
honeſt, who had à pilfering ſpirit, and der 
lighted in cheating and over-reaching ? or that 
man ſincere and faithful, who was practiſed in 
all the arts of diſimulation and hypocrify ? or 
to make him compaſſionate and ſympathiz- 
ing, who is utterly inſenſible and unfeeling? 
to give moral character or diſpoſition, is more 
than, the Deity , himſelf propoſeth to do to 
any one intelligent creature, whom he leaves 
free, that he may become religious or moral. 
Liberty; freedom, that which is innate and 
connatural to the faculties and powers of the 
human ſoul, in chr exerciſes af, thought, re- 
flection and choice, is indiſpenſibly requiſite 
to whatever can be. juſtly denorninated, or 
deemed religious. No kind of human au- 
thority can therefore be admitted into the ſa- 


ered province of religion. The attempt is 


zs vain as inſolent; and can do no more than 


ſnew the folly and pride af the rude preten- 
der. And yet, ſuch has been the deplorable 


nen ue el the we. . 
2118275 al 


i (19) 

all ages and countries, men have more or leſs 
connived and countenanced, nay, rever'd and 
obeyed the inſinuating, i imperious prieſt, ; and 
thereby have preſerved: and clteriſhed the 
wide impoſture. 

Such are my temimento bn en they 
are given you, Sir, without any reſerve or 


reſtraint, as I could-beſt form a judgment on 
the divine theme. In my next, as I promiſed, 


you may expect -as much freedom on the 


chriſtian religion. A* 2 
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O ſome thoughts ant you on reli- 

gion, I proceed to offer others on the 
. religion; which I ſhall conſider as 
diſtinguiſhed from all other ſyſtems of faith 
and worſhip. 

And here, from the divine oracle, a fine 
ſubject opens, well deſerving of our admi - 
ration, becauſe of its real excellence and glory. 
A firſt diſcovery, which you will make whilſt 
ſurveying this ſyſtem, is, the religion of na- 
ture, reaſon, and ſocial obligation preſerved 
and preſented in all its divine ſimplicity, 

plainneſs and purity. Not a fingle branch 
maimed, injured, or mutilated : but the 
whole moral recovered from under all the 
obſcurity, that ignorance, pride, prejudice, 
vice and idolatry had ſpread over its fair, di- 
mw mpeg the * energy and vi- 
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(21) 
gor reſtored in all the precept; and the va- 
tried docktinal views of the nature and influ- 
encet of truth are ſo given, as are beſt ſuited 
to diffipate and diſpel the gloomy and dark 
cloud of ignorance; to weaken the reſiſtance 
of prejudice and luſt, and to convince man- 
kind, of the moſt” friendly aſpect which 
truth has on the world. 

Every of the operations of truth are Uhr 
remedial” and reftorative ; for they exhibit 
the love" and goodneſs, the propitious he- 
nignity of God to the depraved and lapſed ; 
and fo, do powerfully excite the relentings 
and Penttence of the wanderer. Ali chis 
wille, the great teacher profeſſeth, he came 
not to Telax a ſingle precept of morality, not 
to connive at any one of the filly and wick- 
ed inventions of mankind, which debauch 
che ſentirnent and debaſe the nature of man. 
What then, and wherein may we conceive 
of any thing which diſtinguiſhes' the chriſ- 
tian religion? can any thing be found in 
the chriſtan religion of - more importance. 
than we have x ores diſcovered 3 in * oe 
of religion? g g 
. ſhould verily be of een. hits can 
be nothing more important”; and yet, that 
che / chriſtian religion" does afford us diſtin- 
guiſhing advantages!” Is not this one diſtinct 
29 | 
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(22) | 
and peculiar ORE" in the ch. 
ſyſtem, vix, its excluding all fanciful Fin 


and ceremony, as well ag thoſe: political ins 


ſtitutions which were made under Judaiſm i 
When the ſpread of ſuperſtition 


univerſal, the whole term or condition 1 


man's. acceptance, is nom ſhevin to be moral 
and not the leaſt place given to figure, fyme 
bob, type, or imagery: ſo that repentance und 

remiſian, becomes the peculiar glory of the 
goſpel ſyſtem. And, becauſe mankind have 
been loading themſelves with difficulties = 
perplexities about a future · ſtate, this inſtity- 
tion has ſhewn, that life and immortality da, 


— ths mane tice den on of 
righteouſneſs and goodneſs. that dhe ſaul -s 


principle. that the real efiriſtian, (hall nar 


come into judgment; hut is already paſſed 
from death unto life; that the law of tho ſpi- 


rit of life does actually make men free from 
the law 9 Hep it 
eternal life, to receive the goſpel-. 
and conformto thedefign of this nw 

The delivery of ſuch a doctrine as this, 
would naturally require ſome. ſuitable atteſ- 


tations, tos his divine character and miſſion, 


who. was the revealer, and accardingly, there 


( 23) 


ed the teftimony ; to the end that mankind 


might not remaia doubtful or unſatisfied in 
the doctrine. and hereypon the perſon, who 
receives the teſtimony concerning Jeſus, does, 
virtually, er 4e his feat, that Gad is true. And 
verily, had not Jeſus made known the dis 
vine plan of peace and good will to men, 
no ſuch apparatus of teſtimony would ever 
have been giyen'; nor could he, with that 
confidence we find him doing it, always ap- 
peal to the teſtimony, as proving, his doc: 
trine had all its authority from the father, 
allowing himſelf to be an impaſtor, if the 
nature of the evidence be not ſuch, as will 
determine him the ſon, or well beloved of 
God. once he declares, that what he had 
taught men about eternal life, was the very 


ſame thing, as if the father himſelf had ſaidd 


it; for ſays he, I and my father are one. 
No controverſy could remain about the 
dividity.- of the goſpel ſyſtem, would but 


mankind honeſtly confels, that it allows of 


no ſort, no degree of pre- eminence or au- 
chority, in, or among any of its profeſſors; 
and does abſblutely exclude an HIERARCHY. 


it does this, with-great perſpicuity and diſ- 


tinctneſs, as well as ſolemnity; tho the 
pompous, worldly thing had been appoint- 
| ell uader the hebrew — - 
Ea: Ng Great 


COTE 
Great part of St. PauPs epiltles is employ- 
ed in ſhewing the abhorrence whieh 3 
_ tianity has to ſuch appeintments. and the 
dine Jeſus has expreſsly declared, that no 
man can become a diſciple of his, unleſs he 
be free from pride, luſt of power, and 
avarice, and as much eſtranged to ambi- 
tion, as the infant, in all its innocence. ex- 
cept ye become as little children, ye cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. and they, whom 
he pronounceth to be in the firſt claſs of the 
bleſſed, are; the poor in fpirit, This is ſo 
clear a doctrine and principle of chriſtianity, 
that he declares, a camel might as eaſily go 
chro the eye of a needle, as a man approve 
bimſelf a diſciple of his, who retains a luſt 
of power and riches. for which reaſon he 
has forbidden all his followers,” calling any 
man maſter or rabbi ; or tbeir being called fo 
F others. And if eny of them thirſt after 
pre- eminence, he ſhall be the ſervant of all; 
or accurſed, as was Cainaa n. 
So far was the Goſpel inſtitution from ad- 
mitting of worldly motive, that the fwelve 
and the ſeventy, when endowed with healing 
powers, which were to afford relief to the 
vretched and diſtempered, throughout judea, 
- are to have no compenſations, fees, or rewards 
from the benefitted people, more than their 
3 food 


C 

wood and dedging. Andi notwithſtanding the 
apaſtlos, didilong rataia ia notion of the Meſ- 
ſiah 's kingdom being tamporal, yet all their 
wiieinßs dg abundevilythew, there ismathing 
kke an hiemtehy in the: goſpel conflitution, 
The Gheme ef power and authority in faith 
29d worthip;js goite paganiſh, in the opinion 
Nur ord; yerburgo, ſais he, that the princet 
the Gentil gxer ſp bmi nion qaven them and 
chen that, are. greats) exerdiſe authority. upon 
Em, Gul it ſpall. 410% be ſa: amng We no ninille 
ot Ng.,matter. then how early it was, that 
men, called chriſtians, began to deviſe a po- 
Mtical ſyſtem, and to eſtahliſn a. huriſdiction 
faith and conſcience 3 no matter low 
S the arguments, drawn from tẽmpo- 
ral canvenience,'detacheid from prefeription; 
coſtoms, or inveterate prejudice, the hierar- 
Sy ia manifeſt departure from chriſtianity; 
it has no: ſupport on the original; plain gol- 
pet inſtitution ; andiis/as diaretriealhy oppo· 
tolo the heayenly religion of Jeſus, as any 
two things can poſſibly be. to which corrup- 
fon: of chriſtianitii i miuſtt be aſcribed all the 
diſgrace .and; diſcredit, all ãts want of ſpread 
and efficacy, and dll the evils andiconfoli- 
ons which: have been fathered! upon it;//in 
Al ages. vd 2119 TTY 923673419 NE) BE OT 
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How -caſy is it now, to-account for the 
n een of popery ? luſt of power, am- 
bition, avarice, and ſenſuality gave concep- 


tion and birth to popery. vice faftning on 


the minds of the clergy, was Kially cheriſhed 
by che 


ef. Co AN TIN, the 
. e 'the vil Hotours 
union” Waden ö and Mb; "ai | 
became u precedent" of the moſt ofinatural 
alliance. Vet, popery would atrogate to 
ker che / religlen of Jeſus; When it heart no 
more reſemblance than there is between the 
wolf andthe limb ; or between tlie — — 
und the dove It would” de as un nece 
o i 
that popery and the chiiſtian religion, bs 
not one and thei fame; thing'; as it would be 
to pro e, that white: is: not black; of that the 

moon is rot a cheſfure cherſe. Aman he- 
nds his New Teſtametit; and that 
knows any thing of popery, would aſſoh 
expect tu find im that revelation, a ſyſtirm of 
magie, Jorbery, or diaboliſm; or ofithe moſt 


igrocs. idolatry; as a ſyſtem of pbpery. & ſuper- 
ſtitipn that cbntains the very emrN)̃mds of 
abſuidity;:; idolatry,: ignotance and cruelty. 
No man can embrace popery, but by-tenoun- 
cing his n facrificing his reaſon, re- 


proaching | 


(2—⁹ . 

Proaching all his intellectual powers, and 
proteſting 4gainſt the plainneſs and ſufficien-- 
cy of the'galpel, as a rule of faith and wor- 
hip. for the papiſt reſigns himſelf implicite- | 
ly to the guidance of an order of mien, call- / 
ed, pri; and depends on a ritual of devo- 
tion, utterly averſe unto, and wholly un- 
known in the New Teſtament. a ſyſtem of 
liturgy, one would think, calculated rather to 
ridicule and burleſque, than affiſt or encou- 
rage devotion.— would you conceive an idea 
of the archetype of popery ? you have it in 
pagan idolatry, and in the phariſaical abuſe 
of the hebrew ritual and hierarchy. the de- 
pravity of the Jewiſh teachers, the vices of 
phariſaiſm, condemned in the 100 denoun- 
ced by the divine Jeſus, give a lively image 
of the ſpirit and genius of popery : which 
has reverſed the goſpel ſyſtem in all its te- 
| nets, e cuſtoms, principles and e 
tees. 1155311 A 

How — ir thin, that popery could 


der ern uny footing o. fred in x pro 
__— ET9, Minnie 


* " 


Sttrusge it ſhould; yet many we 
be affigned:” 1 wilt jay em before you, 
'with' all the perſpicuity 1 am able. You 
know, Sir, "vice prevails.” immorality has 
L us. men grow vain and 


7 wanton, 


* 


among proteſtantz, has hee nathe great yenera- 
en * 


(/28.)) 

wanton, and, a difpatian: of thought, s 409; 
general r common. that will be. moſt ac- 
ceptable, which docg,maſt. excuſe, tlie labour 
of examination and enquiry. This helliſh ſu- 
perſtition ſooths. dhe guilty ſpirit, gratifies the; 
luſt ; grants indulgences, provides the ſpunge 
for ſins, by, abſalution. Wand fiw:) 

. Popery puts on their of charity in a pro- 
teſtant country, and abounds in, ams givings 
and tenderneſſes toi the poor and. wiſerable. 
artfully. inſinuating oi * vulgar * 5 
ſtratagem :.- - © no2gog 1 n 094} to 
Fopery pleads 4. great relergblanes i in her 
faith and worſhip to the ſyſtems, ſymbols, and 
li: urgy, adapted. hy ſome proteſtants. in which 
ſimilitude the has plad off her, arguments 
with-the greateſt plauſibility, ;and.moKihor- 
rid; ſucceſs] and it io: to be lamented;1that 
proteſtants: who av the ſole authority of 
oſpel. as altule nf faith and worſhip, 


d retain rites, ceremonies, cuſtoms, on- 
549&hturges,naiendlagaus;toypopery. 
ſurehhr gte te N antagg neo th un given to that 


he; 
ſhoul 


fellipp 


ſuperſtition ; for few wall diſtinguiſh between 


then ren umd Hulu nd che: truth 


andi realan · bf. tbiags Mc, hat H Con- 


trikited, much t dtheſprgam:oſjthia ſupa rſtition 


ne 4 (4 


((29;)) | 
as che mother of: them-all ever attended with 
4 contemptuous, diſdainful eye caſt un the 
proteſtant, that dares to remove to a yet great. 
er diſtance than themſelves from that ſuper- 
ſition}; and from churchiſm. this is an open 
_encourapement given to: the vulgar; to think 
favourably of Popery- as the tuo religion . 
chli * Dr aan lein Q let 1 
© Great: Writers barer ee 
; 1855 in giving ſuch connivance to a ſuperſti- 
tion, that would ſubvert all equal govern- 
ment, and is an open profeſſed enemy to the 
liberties | of mankind, civil and religious 
which aſſumes an authority of depoſing 
princes, and diſſolving the moſt ſolemn 
oaths and pledges: of fealty and allegiance. 
many have wondered, that no remonſtrances 
among: us could have any effect: but they 
did not know, that there has long ſub- 
ſited: a coalition between popery and the 
prime mi. r? what, if the prineipal papiſts 
have given their influence and intereſt at the 


electiogs, in 2 in af ſuch connivan- 
$6839 However 5, an inſtance among 
manys i could aniention. of the daring mea- 


ne papifts ib perverting ;firoteſtants; and 
debaucking: with th eri peſtilent ſupetiiſion. 
ſor hot content wiclilebrrupting waſt number 
vf the i mote iguckant [and -poorg * 
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N ( / 30 ), * ; 
even laid hold en ſtudents, young gentlemen 
of family und fortune. one, the only fon of 
NMMr. #4##3#4, late member of parliament for 
a- burtougly in the weſt; who was ſent to 
our principal univerſity ;'a youth of family and 
fortunes they did actually pervert. In ſuch: 
open defiance of our laws, has popery been 
long making great progreis. and whether the 
conſequences are not formidable, 

may well deſerve the conſideration of ſuch, 
who are able to diſcern the ineſtimable value 
oſttbur civil and religious liberties, laws, and 
conſtitution. | But whether we have ſufficient 
numbers of theſe, left among us to ſave afink- 
ing eountry, God only knows. It would be 
far from us, after all, to defire any pains or 
penaltics ſhould be inflicted on men, beeauſe 
they haut an ritual, nne 
of worſhipping a troop. of deities or demor 
or fdr ſaying e by tale or. — vey 
either to real or imaginary ſaints: for vene- 
rating a wafer or crucifix." fine he who can 
cious ſtones, or WhO bea bh wood 
hay, or ftubble: 3 ſhould only have our pity, and 


(37) 
mankind.44.'e. ſo long as the hand of pppery 
is againſt every man; ſo long every man's 
hand ſhould: be apainſt popery. The voice ai 
nature; of ſclf-preſervation i is loud in the brea 
of every proteſtant againſt this ſuperſtition- 
This, 8%, is not the language of preju- 
dice, or of hypotheſis. ſee the opinion of an 
apoſtle, the King hm of God, the chriſtian! re- 
1 cgi not in eats and drinks, but in 
e and joy. Proteſtantꝭ hught 
5 baniſn from them, every thing 
a complexion to popery;: all 
claims of power and pre-erhinetice 5 every 
thing that looks like a ritual of human in- 
vention, and till this is done, there will be 
but little difference-between their ſyſtem, and 
that of popery.. for a political-church, with. 
civil dignities, offices, powers and diſtincti- 
ons, Fin: a worldly, complexion; and will be 
nature. of that very ſuperſtition, 
| 8 41 is expreſsly diſowned and condemned 
in the doctrine of our Lord. ey” 
In the above inveſtigation of the theme, 
I preſume to have fully proved, that the 
chriſtian religion forbids all officious cere- 
mony and pompous ritual; and gives no li 
cence to the devices df human i imagination; ; 
that it diſowns all diſtinctions of pre-emi- 
nence 2 Wee and aſſures us, that God 
e he q 7 will 


- 
down 4 ark all anchqitg and 

| all autharity; and 
2 that Ithis Jeſus, the, chriſtians 
done Lord. Thall rejgn filiche father has put 
under His bet all aſe een 1 Nepot till 
then, mill Jeſus be fable $0. ex ! 
gion inoall, its © Purity totes, and 


74 . Hat Vogya. * 10 215 


may expect a third upon the chriftiany 
cathalie - church. r 
neral curruption asdtbhe preſent, pee 
it may cprpve atheme. which will, fra 
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S the plainneſs and fimplicity of 225 
gion, are deducible from the univer- 
fat of its obligation; and as the chriſtian 
religion i is diſtinguiſhable from all others, by 
its purity and ſpirituality, we might be led 
teaſonably to expect, that the chriſtian- catho- 
lic church would conſiſt of a ſpotleſs, chaſte 
body of undefiled profeſſors. And fo, in 
truth it will be found to be, when we come 
to form a judgment of it in its native, un- 
corrupt, and genuine character. It will be 
ſuch, notwithſtanding the vulgar idea, the 
current conception of church; and of the ca- 
tholic church has been, in moſt ages, ex- 
tremely confuſed, vague and indeterminate: 
As far as each and every adopted ſyſtem had 
departed from the original canon, they have 
miſtakenthe chriſtian gs; and in the * 
E of 
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of it, they have put, church, and the catho- 
lic- church. All bigots, of proteſtant name, 
who would pretend a derivation of ſpiritual 
powers, and of ſacred indelible character, 
whether they will own it or no, borrow from 
that ſorcereſs, the romiſh or the papal diſ- 
tinction. Some of them, would have the 
term, church, to deſerve the moſt fignifica- 
tive and emphatical meaning, when applied 
to their little communities; merely becauſe 
they have bye-laws and rules of admiſſion, 
without which, none may be permitted to 
partake of their myſteries. And moſt certain- 
ly, churchiſm, implies always in it, ſome ſort 
of ſpiritual power, authority and domination. 
for, even where there are no Civil aids, no 
ſecular honours and privileges conferred, 
there will be ſome impoſing ſpirit, that dares 


to-preſcribe and give law to conſcience. And 


all chbyreb-men whatſoever, are for interpret- 
ing holy ſcriptures for others. they will make 
their own fenſe the ſtandard. and do charge 
with damnable hereſy and blaſphemy, the 
different opinion] ſo that they ever expect 
men ſhall think with them, if they will have 
any fellowſhip or communion. this is church- 
ms. among-all denominations. 
The word, church, has nothing i in its'ori- 
gioal meaning that is — St. Luke uſeth 
the 


(35 ) 
the word, ecclefia, for the Epheſian mob F. 
And it ſtood to expreſs any concourſe of peo- 
ple. In the religious uſe of the word, by 
the pens of the New Teſtament writers, it 
meaneth, a number of chriſtians met to- 
« gether, in any place, for the purpoſes of 
« chriſtian worſhip.” It matters not, whether 
in a private houſe, or in a more ſpacious place 
of concourſe. And when the word, church, 
is deſigned to comprehend, all chriſtians, it 
then may properly have affixed to it, the 
idea of catholie-church. the word catholic 
being a compound of xarz and ag. And 
is once uſed in the New Teſtament. viz. in 
Acts iv. 18. where the Apoſtles are wholly 
prohibited ſpeaking in the name of Jeſus. it 
may then fignify, a roral, or a whole —Aſk 
now a papiſt-what he meaneth bythe church, 
and by the catholic church ?—He will more 
ordinarily convey an idea. he has of the 
whole hierarchy, from the ſecular and regu- 
lar prieſthood of the loweſt claſs, up to Popes, 
Cardinals and Councils. But the more em- 
phatical idea he has of the term, catholic, is, 
of all them who are devoted to that ſu- 
perſtition. 

Church, in the mouth of a een — 
is glorying in a civil eſtabliſnment, bas cer- 
tain civil advantages belonging to it; immu- 


ef) E 2 nities 
T AQxix, 32, 
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nities and emoluments which diſtinguiſh it 
from all others around him. And here, the 
better to enter into the ſpirit of churchiſm, it 
it will be proper to examine, how the pre- 
judice becomes ſo very prevalent or power- 
ful? if T am not egregiouſly miſtaken, much 
emphaſis is laid on the vertue of conſecrati- 
ont. The efficacy of which is of ſuch im- 
portance, as to give the appellation, church, 
to an edifice that has once had the honour 
of ſuch prieſtly operations. a degree of real 
holineſs is thereby communicated, ſuch as is 
ſuppoſed ſufficient to render the prayers and 
praiſes offered in it the more acceptable. In 
this article of churchiſm, St. Stephen ſeems 
unhappily to have been an arch-heretic ; for 
in his apology, he ridicules, or ſatyrizeth all 
ſuch notion of holineſs of place. Solomon, 
ſais he, built him an houſe, howbeit the Mot 
High dwells not in temples made with ' hands, 
for beaven is his throne, and earth his footftool': 

what bouſe will ye build for me, ſaith the Lord, 
and what is the place of my reſt? bath not 
mine band made all theſe things? g. d. to 
what manner of purpoſe has book the prieſtly 
conſecration of place, or of edifice ? 

I could with this branch of churchiſm 
had ſtaid with papal Rome, and never mi- 
gare or ſpread any * but you know, 


Sir, 


1 


Sir, there ate others, who will have the 


church to be of Tyrian order, in its ſtructure 
and fabrication. the model is taken from So- 
lomon's porch, built by Hiram; which had 
two pillars of exquiſite - workmanſhip, curi- 
ouſly embelliſhed and richly - adorned. the 
one called Jacbin.i.e.eſtabliſhment: the other 


Boaz; i. e. power or ſtrength. 1 Kings vii. 


21. Who think you, Sir, could refuſe a con- 
ſecration to ſuch a fine building? andwhocan 
find in his heart, to give up an inſtitution 
of ſuch great antiquity? indeed, in the con- 
ſecration of churches, the office is taken from 
the hebrew ſyſtem, becauſe unluckily there 
were no materials to be found in the chriſ- 
i 859 canon. 

Another ground and Cain of churchiſm, 
is, the conſecration of time. days of diſtinct 
holineſs, communicated by the birth of ſome 
ſaint, or by the death of ſome martyr. be- 


ſides weeks of penance, and others of illumi- 


nation. leſs offence at theſe conſecrations is 
not found in St. Paul, than that we before 


found in Stephen. 7+ obſerve days and months, 


times and years, I am afraid of you, leſt I have 
| beſtowed upon you labour in vain.—A ſuper- 
ſtition this, which took its riſe among pa- 
gans, who had their /uc&y and their unlucky 
days. And the firſt converts from heathen- 

iſm 
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iſm to chriſtianity, were much addicted to 
theſe obſervances. a ſuperſtition ſtrangely 
continued and rooted among chriſtians. and 
yet, not ſo very aſtoniſhing neither, when it 
is conſidered how many indulge to all the 
idleneſs of credulity ; and that the moſt 
abſurd and ridiculous things, have always 
had very warm advocates among church- 
men, however famous my ; Ber been 
for learning and devotion.” 
I mentioned times of sg In theſe ſea- 

ſons, ſuch as Lent and the ftationary-week- 
ly faſts, the diſtinction is chiefly made, by 
the mortifying exchange of i for fleſh ! a 
church-difference is put between one fort of 
food and another: in direct contradiction to 
the teaching of Jeſus, who ſais, they are with- 
out underſtanding, who place any moral un- 
eleanneſs in meats; for, whatſoever entereth 
in at the mouth goeth into the viſcera, and is 
thrown off by the bodrly ſecretions.--whereas the 
things which defile a man, are what Proceed 
out of the mouth, and have their origin in the 
heart (a). And St. Paul mentions the 
church- injunctions of abſtuining from meats, 
as a doftrine of demons ; as well as that of Ter- 
bidding to marry (b). The inſtitution of the 
— — ex theſe diſtinctions; and the 

church- 

ta) Martb. xv, 16—20. (b) 1 Tim iv. z. 
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FEY are, in themſelves ridicu- 
louſly abſurd, as well as impiouſly anti-chriſ- 
tian. Their antiquity will no more ſtamp a 
fanctity upon them, than it does on falſchood 
in the devil, in that nn * 
ginning. 

Conſecration of perſons, conveyance there- 
by of indelible character, from the frentic 
dream of deriving authoritative powers from 
the apoſtles, is the very bulwark of church- 
iſm. This conſecration of perſons, ſuppo- 
ſes in it, an ability communicated, by epiſco- 


pal ordination, of giving efficacy to the word. - 


of God, and to the inſtitutions of chriſtianity, 
beſides the power of abſolving the confeſſing 
criminal. Dodwell affirms, that the whole 
efficacy depends on the prieſt. theſe are the 
things he affirms, v:z. © that the reception of 
e the elements is no otherwiſe. neceſſary to 
<* the remiſſion of fins, than as it obliges us 
«© to depend on the conſent of the prieſts, 
ho alone can oblige God to ratify in hea- 
© yen what is tranſacted by them on earth (a).“ 
All indifferent judges muſt prefer the pow- 
< er of obliging God toopen and ſhut heaven's 
* gates, before a thouſand kingdoms (b).“ 


And Hicks ſais, © let the biſhop be honoured 


« among you as God (c).“ And ſuch is the 
ſurpriſing 


a) See his remonition to dani diſcourſe, 66. 
Ty See b ere. p. 222. 8 


(c) Two treatiſes, p. 201. 


— 1» 
ſurpriſing degree of pricſtly authority, in the 
affair. of abſolution, ; that heaven itſelf is 
<« ſaid; to wait the — the prieſts 
« mouth; and God himſelf follows the judg- 
t ment of his ſervant the prieſt (a). —It is 
not eaſy to imagine any thing more exttava- 
gant than churchiſm is; in the article of con- 
ſecration of perſons J as appears from this 

ſhort ſpecimen. And this auperſtition has 
gone ſo deeply into the imaginations of ſome, 
that they have concluded the very liturgies. 
deviſed by. ptieſts, to be no other than the 
dictature of the Holy Ghoſt. I could refer 0 
you to the opinion of one divine, who. wri- 
ting on the liturgy of the church of England, 
Mis, not a tittle of it but What was by the 


dictate of the Holy Ghoſt, and I ſhould 


. chink myſelf accurſed if I-were not able to 
maintain it. Blame not my holy,zeal if 1 
<« do vindicate that ſauing book againſt the 
ſchiſmaticks greateſt exceptions, certain- 
ce ly therefore bleſſed are they which die in 
te. maintaining the ſervice book, which can, | 
<. without contradiction, father the very ce- 
« remonies of it upon. the: Holy Ghoſt (b).“ 
This is the pillar of churchiſm. but tho: the 
_ ty be eee the porch; of 
| Solomon 


F (a) Sparrow s ſermon of abſolution, p. Li 
(bv) Dr. Swadling's RES * — 7 
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Solomon, it has no ſhadow of an exemplar 
in the goſpel fyſtem. The keys given to Pe- 
ter, have no other meaning, than that of his 
firſt preaching the doctrine of the reſurrec- 
tion to jews and gentiles. and none of the 
apoſtles ever owned, any more than he ever 
claimed, a pre-eminence. St. Pau withſtood 
him to the face, when he was to be blamed. 
And Peter himſelf forbids any one taking 


er as Lok BHS, or rulers pver God's heritage. and 
gives them in charge, to approve themſelves 
exemplatily, as they will anſwer it to che chief 

And in the article of binding and 
Joofing, which Jeſus gave the apoſtles, there is 
this only plain, ample; divine meaning, ix. 
that the ſyſtem of truth and grace, which 
they ſhould promulgate, would give man- 
kind the unalterable terms of pardon and life. 
thus, whatever the goſpel doctrine does bind 
on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; and what- 
ever it abſolves on earth, ſhall be abſolved in 
heaven. But beyond this, the apoſtles had 
no power. and it was at their everlaſting pe- 
cl, that they themſelves taught any other 
doctrine, than that which their maſter had 


AKrſt taught them. And as to the vertue of or- 


Ms; we are aſſured; that even from the 


"Os and appointment of Jeſus hitſch, it 
F did 


r 
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did not convey indelible character. for Judas, 
one of the twelve, whom he had choſen and 
ordained to the apoſtolate, proved a traitor. 
And St. Paul made no ſort of dependance on 
his own ordination but took great pains,” 
and uſed much labour to prevent his beings 
e-0oxija@ey reprobate, or unapproved. . 

Anda it is equally evident, — of tha 
pretended ſucceſſord of the apoſtles, the priefts, 
who preſume upon indelible character, have 
ever received from the apoſtles any power of 
healing the diſeaſes and diſtempers of men, 
or of diſcerning ſpirits. But it will not eaſily 
be ſhewn, that a prieſthood can be entruſted 
with divine authority over the ſquls of men, 
who are utterly incapable of producing 2 
ſingle: atteſtation of ſuch delegated power. 
and moreover, when the apoſtles themſelves 
do openly diſclaim any dominion over the 
faith of men, it is but. teaſonable to conclude, 
all of them to be:#mpo/tars,' Who dlaim a de- 
rivation-of much more extenſive powers, than 
ever reſided in their origin and ſource of aut 
thority. What is farther evident, and der 
monſtrates the abſurdity of all prieſtly claims, 
is this, vir. that ordinations or conſecrations 

have never yet been known te :ſkcure the 
ſanctity, the piety, or virtue of the prieſts, 

e 3:1, e. "_ . rendered 
| them 


: (4 430 Rr 
them the ornaments of Ge how 


therefore js it poſſible that theſe men ſhould. 


be qualified to inſpire and ſecure the virtue 


and happineſs of others, when they them- 


ſelves have been ſcandalouſly lewd, worldly 
and wicked; the peſts of ſociety, and the 


plagues of the world! Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 


is made up of the intrigues and ſtratagems, 
the contentions, ſtrifes, and perpetrated \ villa 
nies of church-men; diſplaying their ardent 
claims of power and dominion, in vertue of 
their conſectations. - But in the views we 
have taken of religion, and of the chriſtian 
religion, we can he fully fatisfied there i is no 
efficacy can be given to truth, or the leaſt 
tendency to promote virtue, or to ſecure the 
happineſs of mankind, by any Prieſtly conſe- 
ctations. E 
As 1 have ſhewn the Kip plicity of the Gol. 
pel-ſtem, At may mow, - 10 * be 
pertinent t to "ay ſomething oof the inflitutions 
of Baptiſin and the Euchariſt And with me, 
Sir, they are no other, f n nor any more than 
memorials of facts. che one, ſeco nizeth 
the humiliition; that is to % the 7 95ꝗ — 
and death of Jeſus: and is to be celebrated 
joyfully, becauſe of the geatnels of his beha- 
viour under the tortlires. © the other recog- 
nizeth the exaltation* ef the man Chit Jeſus, 
15 F 2 and 
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and confeſſeth him the one Lord of the 
chriſtians. But neither the one nor the other 
have any efficacy in themſelves, or, by vertue 
- of the adminiſtrator, to purge the guilty con- 
ſcience, and abſolve the finner., their ori- 
ginal deſign was ſimple, their doctrine plain 
and eaſy, as they are monuments which pre- 
ſerve the credit of the Goſpel-hiſtory, re- 
ſpecting the captain of the chriſtian's ſalvation 
being perfected thro ſufferings; ; and do teach 
all men, that virtue is the way to glory. 


Thus we detect churchiſm, and dull. 
it 7 chriſtianity. 


I might have added here a farther inſtance 
of rhe ſimplicity of the inſtitutions, found in 
the a Softolicat church, viz. that as the Eu- 


chariſt and Baptiſm, are monuments. of 
the humiliation and exhaltation of Jeſus, ſo 


the obſervance of the firft day of the week, 
father than the ſeventh, as a day ſacred to 
devotion, recognizeth the fact of Chrift's re- 
ſurrection ; and fo has put its cre ility de- 
yond any Thadow of doubt or obſcutity, But 
ſurely, it is not eaſy to account for the infa- 
tuation of churchiſm, in making the ſymbol of 
Chrift's humiliation and ſufferings, a teſt and 
qualification for civil honours and emolu- 
ments. there is an abſolute impropriety and un- 
ſuitableneſs i in this . And, with 


all 


SS -- 
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all ſubmiſſion, I would humbly recommend 
to the advocates of churchiſm, that they 
make this emendation, viz. change the Eu- 
chariſtical teſt, for that of the Baptiſmal: and 
oblige all whom the civil power chooſeth to 
advanceto poſts of honour and profit, to have 
chriſtian baptiſm re-applied to them, the more 
naturally to preſerve the ſenſe of the ſymbol. 
This ought to be done, unleſs. it can be 


ſhewn, that the offices and honours; for 
which the ſacramental teſt qualifies; do ex- 


preſs the humiliation or ſufferings of man- 
kind. the ſtupidity of churchiſm will re- 
main inconteſtably glaring, ſo long as the 
Euchariſtical teſt is made the qualification 


for mens advancement to poſts of profit, aul 
and honour. 


I would not omit to remark, that popery 
arrogates the appellation of cathelic-church, 
not only, as comprehending within her pale 
the whole of the chriſtian world; but from 
her claims to charity: or, from her pious con- 
cern for the ſalvation of ſouls! And truly, Sir, 
ſuch is the melting tenderneſs, and benevo- 
lence ; the. compaſſionate feelings which ſhe 


has for the 22 of mankind, that we 
ſhould moſt ardently pray, none may ever 


come in competition with, or bear any, the 
the leaſt reſemblance of her. witneſs her 
catholic-maſſacres at Paris, and in Ireland. 

That 


* 
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i Thiat in France deſtroyed, in cool blood, 

about thirty thouſand; it cut off the flower 

of the proteſtant families. and a late writer 
cating: mention of it, fays, « In the Iriſh 
Maſſacre there were 4 great many more 
murdered : for, by a book printed at Lisbon 
after, done by a prieſt, who called himſelf 
Con}tantinius Marullus, © abbye one hundred. 
thouſand ' proteſtants ate faid to have been 
killed; and ſome of them, with moſt exqui- 
fite and before unheard-of torture! and the 
fame author to ſhew his catholic charity adds, 
utinam 'tmines*”. This very wiſh of the prieft, 


| that all bad been d efiroyed; gives us à moſt 


pathetical definition of | Feil cathdlic charity. 
which breathes after no leſs than the total de- 
ſtruction of all, who reject their ſuperſtition. 
She is che devourin g monſter, the roaring 


lion, the pollutin g deſtructive DEvII. among 
mankind! _ 


Another ſpecious biens of their 7: 8 5 
to the application of the terms, catholic church, 
is, from their large and extenſive numbers. 


this is thelr boaſt, ad they will have it to 


be a note of theirs being the true church, Too 
much reaſon. have they to boaſt of their j in- 
—— u, bor! in the be beginning of the 
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Rebellion 1745, the number of Papiſts which 
went one Sunday to Maſs in London, were 
computed, by perſons employed for that pur- 
poſe,” at about /ixty thouſand. in which year 
their whole number in London and Nr pen, 
ſter, was reckoned one hundred thouſand. 
Their increaſe is continued, by means of 
great application, and unwearied aſſiduity. 
What biſhop Latimer ſaid of the Devil, is 
literally applicable to popery, It is the moſt in- 
duſtrious che bufieſt biſnop in the whole world. - 
Smalł books at a low price, are printed and 
ſptead to villify the Reformation and the Revo- 
lation. and, in the country, certain ſums, 
ſive pounds in ſome counties, are Ben to every 
new! male eorvert to popery, who is neceſſi- 
tous : und the children of the poor, in Eſſex 
and elſewhere, are taken by them, and fed 
and educated in great numbers. In ſuch an 
hopeful way is popery towards catholiciſm: 
I mean, towards —_— a whole, or en 
in Britain. 1 1 Fed 3; 51 
Whether theſe things, Sis Will . ay | 
ſerious conſideration or not; or whether there 
be ſufficient numbers, who have virtue enough 
to conſider, will Wor- be of trifling conſe- 
quenee Whatever the determination, you 
will ny me to 17 Yeu diffejent defini- 
bu 2 di 10 157 © JO tion 
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tion of the ebriſtian· cathulic cburch; It 
comprehends, all and every individual chrif- 
tian, throughout the habitable globe, who 
does religiouſſy conſult. the new teſtament 
writings, and makes a judgment of them 
honeſtly for himſelf; eſteeming its doctrine, 
precept and example the only divine ſtandard 
and canon of his faith, worſhip and prac- 
tice.” none but theſe make up any part of the 
chriſtian catholic church: ſince none can be 
a member of the body, who do not hald che 
e e ſor be declares. all thoſe to be 
carnal, and to walk according to men, who 
| have. their diſtinct ſeparate leaders; even 
though a Pal, or Apolles, or Cepbas had their 
ſupreme veneration. Theſe partizans,: had 
their faith grounded in the avi/dom of unn; und 
not in the power, or word of God. But genuine 
chriſtians place noneat their head, but the one 
God,andtheoneLord. church-menindeed, will 
have their Rabbi's and Fathers, ſuch as ftha- 
nafius, AM. ius, Sectnus, Calvin and Arminius: 
and unleſs a man will ſuffer his faith to be 
ſtretched to the dimenſions of their creeds and 
confeſſions; it ſhall be branded with hereſy, 
But all doctrines of human device, which 
demand the ſupple ſubmiſſions of reaſon, and 
will not bear the teſt of that divine judge, 
are fitter for demons, than for men. 


What- 
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1 Whatever may be the fate of Britain, of 
| | one thing, I judge, we may be aſſured, viz. 
that popery will prevail, unleſs there be a 
farther reformation among proteſtants. that 
3 is, unleſs there be a more general reception 
of the firſt pure, divine principles of truth 
and liberty; which alone can recover the 
chriſtian ſpirit, when all worldly power, do- 
minion, and dignity ſhall die away from the 
chriſtian church; when all ſpiritual wicked- 
neſſes in high places, or the principalities of. 
an hierarchy ſhall be trampled under the 
* feet of Jeſus. which conceptions openly 
combat the popular prejudices. nevertheleſs 
again I obſerye, that Jeſus muſt reign till the 
father hath put all theſe things under his feet. 
and, when once he has put dawn, or purged bis. 
church f all rule, authority, and power, be ; 
will then deliver up the kingdom, to the father. 
and the fon himſelf ſhall be ſubject alſo to 1 
| that God may be all in all! gin 
More J need not ſay on the ſubject of 33 
enen inaſmuch as this 
may ſerve to ſliew, that popery has ne 
id and "I aſſumed the appellatign, 7 


" PE & I am, Sir, f | , 


Tour devoted, 
12 1 humble ſervant, &c: 


a . 


1 

P. . 4 Mr. David Holz, In his natural 
bi ory of religion, allows its foundation. in 
reaſon to be moſt obvious. for no rational 
* enquirer can, after ſerious reflexion, ſuſpend 
_ © his belief a moment with regard to the pri- 
* mary principles of genuine theiſm and reli- 
gion.“ But then he thinks it more difficult 
to ſhew, “its origin in human nature.” (a) 
on theſe principles he grounds his enquiry. 
But what can he mean by religion admitting 
the cleareſt ſolution, concerning the founda- 
tion it has i in reaſon ; yet, not ſo concerning 
its origin in human nature? may reaſon then 
be ſeparated from human nature in the reli- 
| gion of mankind? is this poſſible? how ſhall 
it be done, when no rational enquirer can, 
after ſerious reflexion, ſuſpend his belief one 
moment with' regard to the primary princi- 
ples of genuine theiſm and religion. 
To ſecure his diſtinctions, & Polytheiſm 
N Or idolatry was, and neceflarily muſt have 
&« been the firſt and moſt ancient religion of 
4 mankind.” for, the moſt ancient records of 
*-the human race ſtill preſent us with Poly- 
« theiſm as the popular and eſtabliſhed 
«* ſyſtem.” (b) Does it not ſeem more na- 
ä tural to conclude, that from the creation 

n clearly ſaw the inviſible thin gs of 
God. 


(r. 5 (b) P. 3. Pa 


(1) | 
God? but that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, became wanton in 
their imaginations, and ſo corrupted the pri- 
mary principles: of pure theiſm. If the hi- 
ſtory of Moſes be authentic, men degenera- 
ted from true theiſm to idolatry ; and by 
their debaucheries brought on the deſtruc- 
tive deluge. The primary religion of the 
new world, peopled by Neab and his family, 
ſurely could not be polytheiſm and idolatry, 
And certain we are, ſuperſtition , polythei{m or 
idolatry could not be the primary profeſſion 
of chriſtians. eſpecially ſince Mr. H. has ſaid, 
1 nothing indeed would prove more ſtrong- 
« ly the divine origin of any religion, than 
« to find, (and happily this is the caſe with 
oe chriſtianity) that it is free from a Contra. 
« diction, ſo incident to human nature.” (4) 
Whatever was his deſign, this is the true 
character of genuine chriſtianity, untouched 
by the over-officious: fingers of men. and to 
which, this elegant writer ſeems much in- 
debted for that charming deſcription. of the- 
im, e (b) a ſyſtem which ſuppoſes one ſole 
* deity, the perfection of reaſon and good- 
e neſs, which if juſtly proſecuted, will baniſh 
« every thing frivolous, unreaſonable, or in- 
te human from * 8 ae and ſet 


4 MA enn e e 
(a) P. 50. (b) P. 59. 
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632) 
« before men the moſt illuſtrious example, 
« as well as the moſt commanding motives 
« of juſtice and benevolence.” It muſt be 
allowed-a fine copy of the Goſpel original ; 
and could be taken from no other fyſtem. 
This lively writer makes ſome very un- 


common obſervations. - ©© Men have a natu- 


© ral tendency to riſe from idolatry to the- 
ce iſm, and to fink again from theiſm into 
& 1dolatry.” and he concludes, that religion 
65 and oy have one and the ſame bu 
« gin.“ See his 8th ſection. 
But! in his Toth, the corruption of the 
< beſt things give riſe to the wort.” (a)— 
Of this we have ſome conception. not ſo 
of theiſm 'and polytheiſm having one ori- 
gin. nor of the natural tendency in men to 
riſe from idolatry to theiſm. and we ſhould 
be inclined to ask ſome proof, how it comes 
to paſs, that in this natural tendency to both 
extremes, we ſee not the mechanical yibra- 
tions of the pendulum equal, or nearly equal? 


how: can we read over Mr. Humez's natural 
biftory' {of religion,” and give him credit, if 


this obſervation has any truth in it? why ſuch 
an univerſal polytheiſm, if there be this na- 


tural tendency i in man to riſe from idolatry 
to theiſm?'la) 


There is another diſorer made * this 


4 Philc- 
la) Alſo p. 63. Corruptio optimi peſſma. 


(53) 

Philoſopher, and that is, © the origin of idola- 
try or polytheiſm, is, the active imagination 
of men, inceſſantly imployed, in cloathing 
the conception they have of objects, in ſhapes 
more ſuitable to its natural comprehenſi- 
ons.“ (a) which if concluſive, then religion 
and idolatry, theiſm and polytheiſm are 
equally natural to man; end have alike a 
very fanciful origination. — 

But in truth, his idea of the religion of 
mankind, does not intend more, than the 
ſuperſtition which has ariſen from depravity. 
for, ſais he, one may ſafely affirm, that all 
popular theology, eſpecially the ſcholaſtic, 
has a kind of appetite for abſurdity and con- 
tradition, If that theology went not be- 
yond reaſon and common ſenſe, her doctrines 
would appear too eaſy and familiar. amaze- 
ment muſt of neceſſity be raiſed : myſtery 
affected: darkneſs and obſcurity ſought after : 
and a foundation of merit afforded the de- 
vout votaries, who deſire an opportunity of 
ſubduing their rebellious reaſon, by the be- 
lief of the moſt unintelligible ſophiſms”. (b) 
Is not this Sir, a fair ſpecimen of what he 
means by the religion of mankind? But 
could this be the firſt and moſt ancient reli- 
gion of mankind? does he not explicitely 
own it could not? (a) © In ſhort, all virtue, 
when men are reconciled to it by ever fo 


| little 
(a) p. 55- (b) p. 70. 
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(4 
little pradtioe, 1s 3 all ſuperſtition is 
for ever odious and burthenſome.” (a) — 
and again, after the commiſſion of crimes, 
there ariſe remorſes and ſecret horrors, which 
give no reſt to the mind, but make it have 
recourſe to religious rites and ceremonies; 
as expiations of its offences. Whatever 
weakens. or diſorders the internal frame, pro- 
motes the intereſts of ſuperſtition: and no- 


thing is more deſtructive to them than a 
manly, ſteady virtue, which either. preſerves 


vs from diſaſtrous, melancholy accidents, or 

teaches us to bear them. During ſuch calm 
ſun-ſhine of the mind, theſe pecbes of falſe 
divinity, never make their appearance. on 


the other hand, while we abandon our ſelves 


to the undiſciplined ſuggeſtions of our timid 
and anxious hearts, every kind of barbarity 


is aſcribed to the ſupreme Being, from the 


terror with which we are agitated; and every 


kind of caprice, from the methods m 
we embrace, in order to appeaſe him.“ (b) 

I would not miſtake this writer, and 4 | 
fore. produce another of his deſcriptions of 


the popular religions; in which he is very ex- 
preſs in chewing, that theſe ſuperſtitions have 


not their origin in human nature. And 


that it may ſafely be affirmed, many po- 
pular religions ere A in the un of 


theſe 
a) 106. 0) 109. 


) 


( 5s ) 
theſe more vulgar votaries, a ſpirit of Dæmo- 
niſm; and the higher the deity is exalted in 
power and knowledge, the lower of courſe is 
he frequently depreſs d in goodneſs and be- 
* nevolence; whatever epithets of praiſe may 
be beſtowed on him by his amazed adorers. 
1 | Amongſt idolaters, the words may be falſe, and 
| ©  belie the ſecret opinions: but amongſt more 
exalted religioniſts, the opinion itſelf often 
contracts a kind. of falſehood, and belies the 
iaward' ſentiment; The heart ſecretly detefts 
ſuch meaſures of cruel' and implacable vengeance ; 
but the judgment dares not but pronounce 
them perfect and adorable. And the addi- 
| tional miſery ibis inward firuggle aggravates 
1 all the other terrors, by which theſe unhappy: 
victims to ſuperſtition are for ever bounded”.(a) 
From this citation, I would aſk, whether 
Mr. Hume has not acknowledged, that ido- 
latry and ſuperſtition are not natural to man? 
„ ond that conſequently, the principles of ge- 
nuine theiſm and religion, muſt have their 
origin in human nature. Superſtition, the 
gloomy dread of deity, is no primary principle 
in the heart of man (b) The. opinion belies 
che in ward ſentiment; there is a ſecret 150 
FF  teſtation of it in the heart! 
1 1 preſume to make the flowing con- 
| cluſions. 
| Mr. 
(a) p 


(b) Fong it is affirmed to be ſo in the 1 4 Propoſition. 
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tigion of mankind. he has affirmed, a natu- 


ral tendeney in man gte, riſe out of f idolatry, 


into religion. he has ſtrangely declared, that 


leligion and ſuperſtition; theiſm and polythe- 


iſm have one and the fame origin; and this 


no better than the imagination. Whereas, 


religion and reaſon in nian, are inſeparable. 


Religion could not arife ont. of ſuperſtition, 
theiſm ont of polytheiſm. The univetſal | 
fpread of. idolatry, by his own hiſtory, as uni- 


verſally confronts the propaſition: and wil 
not ſuppoſe” it. to have the leaſt foundation 


in nature. for ſuperſtition haxfes origin in the 
 diſorderedipaſſions and. imaginations of man- 
_kind.;. religion has. its vrigin in a natural 


ſovereiguty Which the reaſon of man exet- 
ciſes over theſe faculties. And from the na- 
ture of the thing, idolatry or polytheiſm-could 


not be the primary profeſſion of mankind; 


but muſt have eee pure 
tlieiſm and religion. Notwithſtanding: theſe 


* 4M 


. Hanes fundamental e are 
viell wrong. he has called the ſuperſti- 
tion of the world, a natural Hiſtory of, be re 


fophiſmns,” Mr. Hime has finely» expileebiſit: | 
| petition and -popery 2 proffilech hielt 
an advocate of pure theifm; and 10 far as He 7 8 
ict a theiſt, he cannot be . . 
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